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1. For amore detailed
description of the indica-
tors, see Veugelers (2015).

2.To measure the variation
in EU member states’ inno-
vation capacity, we use the
coefficient of variation, also
labelled as the o-coefficient
= (VVAR/MEAN).

THE EUROPEAN UNION'S GROWING
INNOVATION DIVIDE

REINHILDE VEUGELERS

1 INTRODUCTION

The European Union’s lofty ambition is that its
growth should be socially and environmentally
sustainable and its future prosperity should be
built on foundations of innovation. But ambition
has so far not translated into leading performance.
According to the European Commission’s 2015
Innovation Union Scoreboard indicator (IUS), ic sra
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4. See Veugelers (2014) for
more analysis on the grow-
ing divide in public innova-
tion spending in Europe.
See also European Commis-
sion (2016).
5. For amore detailed
description of the innova-
tion policy instruments as
reported in Trendchart, see
Veugelers (2015).
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inthe EU, as reported by TrendChart. This six-pack
of innovation policy instruments makes up the
bulk of the reported spend in all EU countries, irre-
spective of their
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6. The higher score for
moder
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But can any conclusions be drawn on whether the
deployment of lar
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On the quality of the public research system,
despite overall EUimprovement relative to the US,
the differences within the EU, despite slow con-
vergence, remain substantial. While excellencein
public research may always be more geographi-
cally concentrated — as it is in the US — what mat-
ters more is how this excellent research is shared
with the private sector, underpinning corporate
innovation. However, in terms of linkages between

the public and private sectors, the divide between
EUU
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