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VIEWPOINT

If Robots Are Coming for Your Job, 
Should They Also Pay Your Taxes?

by Rebecca S. Christie

Unlike the workers who operate it, your 
grocery store’s self-checkout machine usually 
does not pay employment taxes, but the Brussels 
community of Molenbeek-Saint Jean is pushing 
for change. The municipality wants to charge 
supermarkets €5,600 per automated kiosk in a bid 
to bring in more revenue and find tax sources that 
do not depend solely on worker paychecks.1

Robot workers are the stuff of science fiction,2 d end poverty: Andrew 
Yang made the concept a centerpiece of his short-
lived presidential campaign,
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