
The United States under the outgoing Biden administration has supported the

transatlantic relationship, both through NATO and by providing support to Ukraine. At

the same time, the Biden administration has generally positioned itself against

European attempts to reduce reliance on foreign arms. For example, the US

ambassador to NATO criticised the EU’s aim of buying more home-produced

weapons , as set out in the EU defence industrial strategy, proposed by the European

Commission in March 2024 .

Now, with President Trump soon returning to office, US policy towards European

security could be at a turning point. Leading figures around Trump argue that US

security policy should focus on the Pacific as the US defence industrial base is too

small to cater for all threat theatres . Implicitly, there is thus support for the idea that

Europe should become more self-sufficient in military terms. Whether this view will

become US policy or whether the current policy driven by the defence industry’s

interests to sell to the attractive European market will continue to dominate is to be

seen.

Meanwhile, some in Europe see defence equipment purchases from the US as a
strategic tool to fend off tariffs . But this strategy would need sufficient capacity in the

US military base and timely delivery or, rather than procuring modern equipment fit for

its eastern flank, the EU would risk overpaying for late and second-rate products,

entrenching dependence through long-term contracts for maintenance and supply.

1 

2 

3 

4 

eԅ᝱�s���

ॲ㈀

/people/alexandr-burilkov
/people/alexandr-burilkov
/people/juan-mejino-lopez
/people/juan-mejino-lopez
/people/guntram-b-wolff


The US defence industrial base can no longer reliably supply Europe 2

We assessed non-US demand for
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for high-end Russian missiles, especially ballistic and hypersonic, but the data suggest

that demand for air-defence missiles is substantial. Current US production capacities

and prices are clearly not compatible with a long-lasting war in which allies would rely

primarily on US production.

Purchase data on F-35s, the fh
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available 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/first-battle-next-war-wargaming-chinese-invasion-taiwan
https://www.csis.org/analysis/first-battle-next-war-wargaming-chinese-invasion-taiwan
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/strengthening-european-competitiveness/eu-competitiveness-looking-ahead_en
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/strengthening-european-competitiveness/eu-competitiveness-looking-ahead_en
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-24-106831.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-24-107463.pdf


T

https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-24-106909.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-24-106909.pdf
https://www.csis.org/analysis/empty-bins-wartime-environment-challenge-us-defense-industrial-base
https://www.csis.org/analysis/empty-bins-wartime-environment-challenge-us-defense-industrial-base
/policy-brief/european-defence-industrial-strategy-hostile-world
/policy-brief/european-defence-industrial-strategy-hostile-world
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production of 650 annually (Lockheed) and 420 (Raytheon). Armyrecognition.com,

‘Lockheed Martin to increase PAC-3 MSE missile production by 30 percent with new

US Army contract’, 15 November 2024, https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/army-

news/army-news-2024/lockheed-martin-to-increase-pac-3-mse-missile-production-

by-30-percent-with-new-us-army-contract.

9. Bill Whitaker, ‘Weapons contractors hitting Department of Defense with inflated
prices for planes, submarines, missiles’, CBS News, 21 May 2023,

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/weapons-contractors-pri
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