
Introduction

Ukraine is not the only part of Europe vulnerable to missiles and air
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and reflect the ability of countries to effectively exercise state power (Dobbs, 2014).

Some national constitutional courts have identified defence as a core function for the

sovereignty of the nation state, and core defence capabilities would therefore have to

remain under national control, making any significant transfer of competence possibly

unconstitutional (GFCC, 2009). Accordingly, the EU Treaties flag defence and military

issues as areas of national competence, with EU-based defence activities is limited in

scope and constrained by unanimity voting.

Yet, European defence integration enjoys consistently high levels of public support

(Mérand and Angers, 2014). Strategic threat percepvly,
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procurement. While procurement and funding would ideally be centralised to achieve

efficiency gains, it is likely and possible that funds raised with EU debt would be first

disbursed to EU countries, which would then spend them on ESSI projec
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up front and identified in the ORD; and iii) that the debt financing is limited in time and

that a redemption plan is fixed ex ante. Regarding the permissible amount, the

necessary means must take into account that the maximum permissible EU debt

(NGEU plus new ESSI-related debt) “may not considerably exceed the amount of own

resources” (GFCC 2022). The redemption of NGEU starting in 2028 will free up space

for EU debt for ESSI.
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