Memo to the commissioner
responsible for migration

Jacob Funk Kirkegaard

The European Union’s population is ageing and legal migration
avenues must be expanded, while addressing concerns about irregular
migration into Europe. EU countries retain control over most migration-
related regulation, leading to highly diverging national utilisation of
residency permits. Issuance of employment-based residency permits
has been rising, while in the spring of 2024 the EU agreed a new Pact
on Migration and Asylum, resulting in a fundamental reform of the EU
approach to border control and asylum management. Immigration




No political issue
continues to
fuse economic
importance

and political
explosiveness

in Europe like
immigration
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Figure 1: Valid residency permits, EU and member states, by reason for issuance, % of total valid

permits, end 2021
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Source: Eurostat.

1 Other reasons include humanitarian reasons related to residence permits issued under
national law, di erent from refugee status or subsidiary protection (as de ned in EU
law), unaccompanied minors or victims of human tra cking.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/poland-wont-accept-migrant-relocation-mechanism-pm-says-2024-04-10/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/poland-wont-accept-migrant-relocation-mechanism-pm-says-2024-04-10/

Improve the functioning of the solidarity mechanism
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Improve transparency and accountability of Team Europe

Initiatives
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Ensure regular public accountability for the Qnancial 3ows
to these regimes, including European Parliament scrutiny of
EU budget related aspects
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Think bigger on the EU Blue Card
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Given the scale of
the future labour
challenge facing the
EU, you must think
bigger with the Blue
Card

< B QAL Aqd A oSS ling o gind gy T
=5 Ul d o7 * e g B . §§ 8,18y diy |
g q,ip\gf o“j‘tﬁta fai‘ f"'"\ﬁt'-. *‘irg.,}» 1.2 illiu\ 5‘,1‘05 |
v ‘ D"'L‘ “—55' Jr’j’_“_44 Wl A¥Y o - F 55? ny- L‘ ‘..J, 3@."11.5
202« 4 pp® igyy V-B2000BY G A in2022 0 mk, g o
a iy yd4s f“i 43 Ffq 5 4 M % 6 6N
! laﬁ"‘ﬂ %i"g““\l'aia Lé¥, 854 ne By Q& ,crar™
1% ’5""‘“ af" Ay F”f_“_ﬁs? di}'G j‘ﬁ Q'.
< o7 4B¥ G ADi= it (Di= i B )2021/1883)
< gomdineer igNa 4, 2021 md STV 6 4 ey
ol W A g gk eyt N 2023, &8,
LY W AT, AT W Ry J 7 1. kb,"“t::ﬂks‘ai ¥
P 0 Ny Al ieng S edl < s gt E  nd
a T s M P i Dim piry i mS 1l o BY QA
GO g 1 S "‘o“a“; (v ® W4 eF a‘f%“
'...‘1"1 »""iﬁ‘s A“‘.ﬂgﬁq.‘ "“/.’a &5 ’!“.a DD“‘a”]“‘.ﬁD;‘/ &~
LU T ETE AT FTRLY PR G S
S 05 inS @ |®- MO |OAS =g 165 @ Wl Ay
AT IR QA Lol8 g R melend <y wq 165§ U n)y
S ey oy Reing Ry wmgiene, A
AL A IR AR B TR R
ai?‘E o erle¥y, gv,z‘mq,‘ 5 a"" 1'14,. fT'tT"k;i Iai"‘/.‘! 41 r;s’ f «m‘g
190 3 & M VB = e BY G AL

Include students
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